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ateur paleontologists, w

ildlife lovers 
and history buffs flock to the Salt to Stone region. From

 the 
G

reat Salt Lake to Yellow
stone N

ational Park, those w
ho 

explore these starkly beautiful landscapes w
ill find natural 

treasures such as Fossil B
utte N

ational M
onum

ent, K
illpecker 

Sand D
unes, B

oar’s Tusk and Jackson Lake. A
ll around the 

region, tow
ns im

m
ersed in history w

elcom
e you on your w

ay 
to epic outdoor activities, including hiking, biking, kayaking, 
boating, skiing and snow

m
obiling. 
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hoose a route of epic scale along the eastern slope of the 

C
ontinental D

ivide. T
he R

ockies to Tetons region brim
s w

ith 
a w

ide array of only-in-W
yom

ing experiences. H
om

e to the 
W

estern-rooted capital city of C
heyenne; the W

ind R
iver Indian 

R
eservation; and the Snow

y, M
edicine B

ow
, Sem

inoe and W
ind 

R
iver m

ountain ranges, the area attracts both culture vultures 
and adventure seekers.
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k

Follow
 the path of those w

ho cam
e before us on your w

ay to 
Yellow

stone. Stretch your legs on the historic trails w
inding 

through the heart of W
yom

ing and learn about the dinosaurs 
that trekked them

 m
ore than 100 m

illion years ago in the 
B

ighorn B
asin. Scenery straight out of an adventure m

agazine 
and plenty of w

elcom
ing tow

ns m
ake the Park to Park region 

ideal for a variety of getaw
ays, from

 rugged backcountry 
escapes, to relaxing hot springs retreats. 
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east entrance w
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ent and B

ighorn 
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anyon N
ational R

ecreation A
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ith little traffic, few
er 

people and w
ide-open skies, the B

lack to Yellow
 region w

ill 
redefine your concept of fresh air. D

otting the spectacular 
landscape, you’ll find charm

ing tow
ns w

here 19th-century 
hotels, shops and restaurants still w

elcom
e travelers and 

outdoor recreation abounds. A
cres of public land, sagebrush 

plains and rolling hills set the scene for trips ranging from
 

fam
ily outings to solitary adventures.  
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History of Public Lands in Wyoming

© 2017 Wyoming Agriculture in the Classroom Materials

Wyoming has a variety of public lands for 
everyone to enjoy.  In fact,  over half of 
the land of our state is public land.  Public 
land is land owned by a government.  This 
land includes our national and state parks, 
monuments, national forests, wilderness 
areas, some waterways, and wildlife 
preserves.
It is important for stewards to keep these 
destinations cared for, so all people can enjoy 
the recreation opportunities that are available.  
Private land owners, along with state and 
federal agencies, such as the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department, U.S. Forest Service, and 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), work to 
provide balance in conserving resources on 
public lands for future generations.  
Tourism and recreation create a variety of 
jobs and income for communities in our state. 
These fields employ more people in our state 
than you might realize.  Outfitters, guides, 
hotel workers, and even fast food servers 
support this important industry.  
Wyoming is unique for being the first of many 
events. The first national park, first national 
forest, and the first national monument. 
Wyoming’s diversity draws scientists and 
tourists alike.  Resources such as wildlife, 
forests, and waterways draw even more 
people to the state. They enjoy riding and 
hiking trails, fishing, hunting trophy game, and 
more! Because Wyoming is so unique, the 
citizens have been balancing the needs to 
conserve these resources and allow for public 
enjoyment and use.  

Vedauwoo Recreation Area

Jackson Lake and Grand Teton National Park

Bison in Yellowstone National Park

Grade 3 - Outdoor Recreation & Tourism - Lesson 1 Vol. 1 www.wyaitc.org
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