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Wyoming Road Trip 

Many people visit Wyoming each year to experience our beautiful landscapes and unique 
attractions.  These visitors are called tourists, and the money they spend while traveling is a 
major source of income for our state.  Families that live in Wyoming can also be tourists 
when they visit our parks and attractions. In this activity, you will choose some Wyoming 
attractions you would like to visit then plan a road trip for your family.  

In this activity, your family will: 

• Explore Wyoming attractions via the internet. 
• Plan a road trip for the family. 
• Calculate mileage. 

Materials needed: 

• Computer, tablet, or phone 
• Paper, pencil, crayons or colored pencils 
• Wyoming Scavenger Hunt worksheet  
• Wyoming Public Lands map: http://publiclands.org/Get-Books-and-

Maps.php?plicstate=WY  
• Wyoming Parks website (scroll to the bottom and click on graphics for lists): 

https://wyoparks.wyo.gov/index.php 
• Wyoming National Parks and Monuments website: 

https://www.nps.gov/state/wy/index.htm 
• Wyoming road map: http://ontheworldmap.com/usa/state/wyoming/wyoming-road-

map.jpg (paper copies are available for free at rest stops and information site around 
Wyoming) 

• WYDOT Wyoming Travel Information map: 
https://map.wyoroad.info/wtimap/index.html  

• Mileage charts (choose one): 
o WYDOT Mileage Chart  
o DriveBestWay: https://www.drivebestway.com/mileage-chart/r161991-wyoming/ 
o MileageMath: https://mileagemath.com/wyoming 
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Key Words to know: 

Mileage – number of miles traveled or covered; the distance between places 
National Parks – Federal land reserved to be enjoyed by the public for recreation and 

tourism and do not generate income through development  
State Parks – State lands reserved to be enjoyed by the public for recreation and tourism 

and do not generate income through development 
Tourism – the activity of traveling to a place for pleasure that can generate revenue from 

the enjoyment of Wyoming’s land and/or resources 
 
Preparation: 

• Print of the Wyoming Scavenger Hunt worksheet or make your own chart using the 
symbols. 

• Practice using the Wyoming Public Lands map, especially using the zoom buttons. 
• Choose a mileage chart for calculating mileage between places. (A Wyoming road 

map works well, too.) 
• The WYDOT travel conditions map can also display visitor centers and rest stops. 

Select the “additional layers” option to add those to the map.   

Do the Activity: 

1. Print out the scavenger hunt worksheet or create your own chart. 
2. Using the Wyoming Public Lands map click on each symbol on the chart to see 

what kind of site it represents so you can become familiar with them. 
3. Look for different tourist attractions and visitor sites around Wyoming. Make a 

list of the ones you find most interesting. 
4. Explore the sites you found most interesting on the Wyoming State Parks and 

the Wyoming National Parks websites.  
5. While exploring the sites, contemplate the following questions: 

• Which of the sites you’ve looked at is your favorite? 
• Why do you want to go there? 
• Are there others like it that you’ve been able to find?  What are they? 
• How are those sites alike?  How are they different? 
• What time of year would be the best time to go there? 
• How many miles is it from your house?  How long would it take you to drive 

there? 
• Of all the places you’ve explored, which one is the farthest away from your 

house?  Which is the nearest? 
6. Now that you’ve found a variety of interesting places to visit, plan a trip for your 

family that includes three or more of those places.  For your plan, you will need 
to decide the following: 
• Create a route to visit all three sites on one trip.   
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• What is the most efficient or easiest route?  
• Will you need to make stops during the day?  Where will those be? 
• How much time will you spend there? 
• Are there other things in the area that you may want to explore in addition to 

the place you chose? 
• What is the total mileage for your trip? (Don’t forget to calculate coming and 

going.) 
• How much time will you spend driving? 

7. Now that you have your plan, write a letter to your parents (or grandparents) to 
convince them why this would be a great trip for your family to take.  Include 
some of the following: 
• What you would like to learn. 
• Why you think it’s an important site for Wyoming. 
• Why you would like your family to visit. 
• Draw pictures of the sites you want to visit. 

 

Learn more about tourism opportunities in Wyoming with these lessons and 
resources from the Wyoming Stewardship Project. 

 
2nd Grade: 

• Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, Lesson 5 Students learn about the different 
types of terrain found in Wyoming and the uses of each. 

• Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, Lesson 8 Students will demonstrate how 
well they can identify Wyoming’s unique terrain, its multiple uses, the 
importance of caring for it, and how to be a steward of it as they create a State 
Park brochure. 

3rd Grade: 

• Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, Lesson 1 Students identify plants, wildlife, 
and recreation in Wyoming. 

4th Grade: 

• Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, Lesson 2 Students learn to identify different 
types of public land in Wyoming.  They will understand that Wyoming offers 
multiple opportunities for learning, relaxation, and recreation. 

• Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, Lesson 3 Students learn about several 
popular natural wonders created through the effects of erosion and weathering, 
which offer multiple opportunities for learning, tourism, and recreation. 
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5th Grade: 

• Outdoor Recreation and Tourism, Lesson 5 Students learn that tourists who 
visit Wyoming contribute in a major way to our economy and are expected to be 
responsible stewards while visiting our state. 

  


